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This portfolio contains a selection of pieces and projects 
created between 2006 and 2010. The work was primarily 
created for various briefs at Glasgow School of Art and as 
such is for the main part theoretical. It’s important to note 
that between 2007 and 2008 I worked for an industrial and 
interactive design firm in Seattle. Whilst working there all 
work was created under an Non-Disclosure Agreement 
and as such, sadly cannot be included in this portfolio. 

Whilst at GSA I have developed a creative process deeply 
enriched by strong research and each project created 
there references a large number of philosophical and 
psychological studies as well as cultural studies. This 
combined with a desire to create the strongest outcome 
with the least waste leads to a well rounded solution.
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This is a project for Glasgow School of Art’s sustainability 
seminar and campaign. Members of the Visual 
Communications department were asked to produce a 
poster based on an art school specific recycling topic to 
deploy at the launch of GSA’s new sustainability program.

This concept deals with the issue of the large amount of 
paper wasted at the art school from off cuts that are 
simply thrown away. The paper seen to the right has been 
collected from various departments around the art school, 
sliced carefully into 1 inch wide strips and then “perfect 
bound” using glue so that the back side of the poster was 
fixed and the front face free to move to the touch. The 
hand cut and flat bed printed type indicates the volume of 
paper consumed.

Re:Make
&

Re:Use



Project: Re:Make & Re:Use
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Project: Re:Make & Re:Use

Whilst the poster was printed in a flat 
bed, due to its unusual thickness hand 
cut type had to be created from thick 

board. The type face is a modified 
Univers which was carefully varnished 
to encourage the hand cut letters to 

take the ink.

Univers
Bold
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From initial concept, to the creation of final pieces, 
including pattern development and background research, 
everything was completed within a four week time frame 
whilst working on other smaller projects.

The idea of this project was to look at how the original 
meaning of the word “feminism” has become misshapen. 
This generally warped perception of the word became 
evident during my research into the subject and discussion 
among my peers. My aim was to show Feminism as the 
seeking of equal rights for women to the same level as 
men, not the hating and removing of men from society as 
the media often represents it.

The work created here is deliberately subtle in its dealing 
with a difficult and often confusing subject. It is intended 
to allow young people (16-24 year olds) to slowly become 
more comfortable with the subject and be more willing to 
openly discuss it. The campaign would run in a similar way 
to and advertising campaign, with posters etc handed out. 
In addition to these, various products relating to the 
statistics sewn into the items would be available in places 
such as Urban Outfitters.

 The key element here is that each pattern relates to a 
specific statistic and is in fact at its core, data 
representation, but in a much more friendly and 
approachable way.

Feminism
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The original concept for this project 
revolved around data representation. 
The idea was to stay entirely impartial 
and simply depict statistics in a way 
that would seem interesting to an 
audience that wouldn’t normally 

engage with such a heavy subject.

Research indicated that although 
many people reacted to the statistics 
when informed of them, once written 

down they were easily forgettable. 
Information which is not remembered 

is lost and therefore worthless.

Symbolic
Stats
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There are very few members of the public who would admit to being against  
equal rights and equal pay for women. The issue is not with the facts or the 

publics attitude, but with the term “Feminism” being warped into an extreme 
term rather than its true representation of equality between genders. These 

patterns show data in a new way, encouraging the viewer to feel that although 
the gap is smaller than it has previously been, it is still unreasonable. A gentle 

massaging of the subconscious is more effective than shouting.

Project: Feminism
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The affects of this campaign are designed to be long 
lasting rather than having instant effect. Redefining 

Feminism for a new generation required new ways of 
communicating and easily accessible forms. Young people 
are in general extremely disconnected from politics and 

disengaged from it. By using modern methods of 
branding and fashion, an old message reaches further.

Subtle
Info
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During Barack Obama’s presidential campaign Urban 
Outfitters for the first time, started to sell political T-shirts. 

Whilst they were obviously fashionable, they also sold 
more than the rest of their shirts combined. There’s a clear 

suggestion that people are engaging with important 
issues in an entirely new way and this project seeks to use 

that fact to re-ignite an old, but still vital issue.

This is a one month Art School project researching the 
effects of reading news online. The outcomes are varied 
and exploratory rather than commercial. I sought to 
investigate how people experience news through online 
sites rather than traditional media could effect a readers 
knowledge of the news.

 Getting news online seems like a great idea, however due 
to the seriously flawed interaction models of most news 
web sites, readers actually absorb very little information 
and only really get what they put in. Most readers will only 
skim read the search results and almost entirely ignore the 
rest of the content because it is not easy to get an 
oversight in the way you would with a newspaper.

Digital
News
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Layouts are almost always worked 
around a grid system. In the research 

part of this project I explored how 
that grid would be effected if it was 

treated more as an RSS Feed, or a link 
on a web site. By understanding and 

then breaking the grid we can 
understand the rules viewers expect 
to see when interacting with object 

such as news papers.

RSS
Feeds
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News web sites fail to convey as much information as 
news papers unless the viewer is willing to spend a great 
deal of time looking. Instead we get out what we put in, 

results from a search about news we already are aware of. 
These are frames from a short advertising spot that utilises 

the layout of the guardians web site, demonstrating the 
difficulty of online reading and asking the question, how 

much do you really read?
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This was a quick one day project dealing with modernism 
and post-modernism. The idea of this piece was to create 
something that sat in both and neither category. The 
structure is very rigid and grid based, but the use of 
materials and the ability to break those rules with very 
simple movements leads to an unusual outcome.

Alignment
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A quick project based on the idea of thoughts being 
transmitted as viruses and the sometimes severely 
damaging results of Meme’s

These ideas are based of a great TED talk by Dan Dennett

Infectious
Thought



Dan Dennett an esteemed psychologist and philosopher 
argues that thoughts, whilst all important, can be spread 

dangerously when reaching the wrong peoples ears. 
Whilst we in the west have learnt to cope with many of the 
more adventurous parts of modern life, many in the east 
have not and perhaps it is not our place to expose them 

to these new, challenging areas.
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A couple of posters I created for the Seattle music venue 
Chop Suey in Capitol Hill. Unfortunately, this project was a 
great deal shorter than I’d like. Usually I prefer to research 
and play with ideas before creating work, however; there 
wasn’t any time for that, so these are quick sketches and 
executions of ideas. The colour palette was limited, with 
the only colour (if you exclude white) being provided by 
the coloured paper

Single
Process
Posters
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Glasgow School of Arts Visual Communications course is a 
blend of Graphic Design, Illustration and Photography. 
Whilst a great deal of my work focuses around Graphic 
Design, some projects require a more illustrative out 
come. Here is a selection of these more illustrative pieces.
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